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VL Jn AhJlraB of a ^ook,^ EntkuUd^ 

NEKPOKHAEIA : Or, The Art 4 Embalming ^ 

wherein is Jhewn the ^ght of (Burial and Funeral 

Ceremonies, efpecially that of ^referVmg bodies af^ 

ter the Egyptian Method. Together with an Account 

of the Egyptian Mummies, pyramids, Subterranean 

Vaults and Lamps, and their Opimon of the Mctem- 

pfychofis, the Caufe of their Embalming : As alfo 

a Geographical defcription of Egypt^ the <]^fe and 

Courfe of the Nile, the Temper, Conflitution and 

^hyjlck^ of the Inhabitants ; their Inyentions, Arts, 

Sciences, Stupendiom Works and Sepulchres, and o^ 

ther curious Ohf creations any tpays relating to the ^hy^ 

fiology and IQioiplcdge of this Arc. Tart L Jllu^ 

firated with a Map and fourteen Sculptures. !By 

Tho. Greenhill, Surgeon. In 4^0. London, 1705. 

IN confidering the great Incroachments and daily Abufes 
of the Undertakers by praftifing the Balfamc Art, as 
alfo how little had been wrote on that fubjeO:, the Au- 
thor was willing to vindicate the Honour oi his Company^ 
and to retrieve the Pradice o^ fo ancient, lb ufefui, and 
fo noble an Art as that of Embalming : He was therefore 
defirous that fome Ingenious and Learned Perfon, through* 
ly qualify*d by the Knowledge and Praftice of the feveral 
Branches of Phjfick, might have undertaken this Work ^ 
but meeting with none that would give themfelves fb 
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tr^uch frcubk, he thought it better to exert his fmali 
Talft't. than »h?.tthe Bdfumk Art, which bears fo coni'I. 

dcrsbl^j ^ i^"^gnre in Surgi^rj , as well as other Sckmes, 
ihcykl bciteghctcd and patied by as a oiatrer noc wonh 
tukH!;}^ noiire ot* A farther rood vc to his Hodcrtj^^ig 
ws?. "fiiot: he hoped by (uboilrtiiig with the grcaieit nio» 
rh'^l-y and bomitity to the Learned World, they would ex- 
i uil^ all faoirs, by reafoo, it is not fo much to be toiiod 
iuuii: wiflij if in attempting to find out an uobearcn Path^ 
c?iit: often muhike ones way* 

To ibis end ihetcfbre he applys himferf, by wayot Let« 
lev. to three Perfons, who for their skill in Hiftor?, An- 
urifk res and Languages I iheir knowledge of Books, Ma- 
oiiicrjp*'?, or Things themfelYes, as well as their Experi- 
fniceaod Praftice in Phjfck and Surger^^ evidently appear 
to ,be proper J odges of this^ matter. 

The Brft Letter is' add refEd 'to Cl^r/e/ Bermrd^ Bf^y 
oerjeant-^Sorgeon to licfMaJeJif^ at that time Mafter of the 
Kiirgcons Company,: and^oneoi the Surgeons, of St Barth- 
Umetw$ Hofpittl* 

., In- this Letter the i/#^^r-{liews,the Excellency of. SMtge- 
rj, ci:'^d. riiat Mf^tomy and Embdming are Branches thereof^ 
and equally to be efteerii'd^ the one informing us of the 
conftitaent Parts of the Body, and the other preferving 
thtmfrem in our Sights and Memories : That Embalming 
isoolefs ancient and noble t}mn Surgery itMf^ whence 
he infers the Authority and Reafonabienefs of its life : 
Thai: the NaWraiiJIs^ the P^>/a^#, the &(rgem^ and the 
AmPjmtJi reap great advantages in the way of Knowledge^ 
from the prefervation of Animals and other Rarities. The 
Waiuraiffi-^ makes ufe of ir in colleding and preferving 
a numberlefs variety of Things in the Animal and Vegeta- 
bl® World. The Pkyj7crm, in prefervir j^ the Juices of 
the Body from Malignant and Putrid Feavers. Jc teaches 
th^S^irgem the Art of Bandage or Rouiiog | as aSfu to 
kiaw whatRemediea are proper againft Mortifications.. ■&€. 

It 
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Is: teaches both the Pkyfckn mid Stir^i * (by AnAtmtj;) d 
fjtoation and parts of a Man*s Body, and to prepare txm 
and natural Schemes of the Veins, Arteries, Nerves, &c. 
Then he obferves, that without the Bdfamc Art Amtomy 
is deficieni: % inafmuch as it can neither lo particularly, nor 
ireqoeiitiy ftiow us, what in conjiindioo. with it^ may be, 
withoot any offence, ccnterupiated at anytime^ and as of- 
ten as we plea (e 5 fo that theprefent Age accounts tlj.e 
chief ufe of diis Art to be in Anatomical Preparations, 
as alfo that the Knowledge of it fiiay be neceilary in our 
Domeftic and Cuiinary Affidrs^ fach asconfervingall forts 
ot Root!^, Herbs and ■Fruits 5 preferving Wines, Fruits^ 
Fleft, Fiili, &c. . Bat the more antient, more generaJ^^ 
and more proper ufe of Emkdmin^ lies in preferviiio; a Hu- 
mm Dead Bod? inrire x more Ancient, as havin^^been de- 
vi(hd by the Wife and Learned Egyptians , and more gene* 
rat, ill that it relates to every particular Perfon j which 
neverthelefs being looked upon as an unneceflary expetilive 
trouble, was another reafon for him to alTert, that Em- 
bdmhg was a particialar part of that Duty, which obliges 
all Mankind to take care of their Dead* In order to this^ 
he firft gives us fome cosrent B.eaibns to Drove the Kisht of 
Burial, what things are neceilary thereto, wlietber Cere- 
monies are needlefs and Saperftitious, or Monuments Vain- 
glorious, and this he lays down according as Nature 
didates, the Law of God appoints, and the Lav/ of Nations 
direfts and obliges- Then hefiiews the want of Burial to 
be a Poniftiment and Corfe, and that e%^en the particular 
Ceremonies of Funerals are not to be nededed \ yet with- 
al cautions his Pleader to avoid the miftake of thinking the 
wantofitj or any particular Ceremony thereof, maybe 
any ways prejudicial to a Chriftian Soul, or any occaiion 
of the deficiency of the leafi: part of the Body at the Re- 
furredion, and only ftiows the Infamy and Difgrace of a 
Body being denied Burial ^ and haw far, wherefore and to 
what end the following coftoms are to be made ufe of ^ 
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f iich as Kifing the Dead, Chfng their Eyes, Canclmmloff^ 
Seunding Brazen Veffels, WaJInng^ Anointing or Embalming 
the Dead, Adorning^ ^^^iP^g ^^^ Crowning the Corps, 
Laymg it out, Carrying it forth, the Funeral PraceJJim, 
Burning or Bnrjing ihe Corps, the manner of Mournings 
and in ftiort, many things relating to the fore and after 
part of the Funeral Duty 5 gilding a great variety of per- 
tinenr Quotations out of Ancient Authors, intermixed with 
good coDjeftures of what inducements the Ancients were 
Infiiienc'dby, in falling into and adhering to their various 
and refpeftive Cuftoms : But his main View is to (how^ 
how far tbefe Funeral Rites and Ceremonies are ufeful and 
allowable, when accompanied with the Art of Embalming ; 
and on the contrary, how vain and ridiculous they are 
wdeo ufed without it^ efpecially if they do but intheleaft 
exceed the bounds of Modefty and Frugality- And thus 
jbaving {hewn^. as aforefaid, how and when Funeral Cere- 
monies are ufeful, as alfo that they are infigoificant with- 
out Embalming:^ he tells you moreover, " That care is due 

* to the Body, tho' Lifelefs, upon the confideration, that 

* the Soul, in a feparate ftate, longs for Ke-union, and 

* wiChes'her Dead Companion to Oiare in her then prefent 

* felicity, by virtue of eteniizing Monuments. He fets 
*, forth, that Embalming is rhebeft and moft lively way of 

* preferving the memory of dcceafed Friends, by giving a 

* real Prefence, inftead of faint and fhadowy Reprefenta- 

* tions, and brings abimdance of Iheological^ "Bhyjhal and 
^Political Arguments, in vindication of the Art of fi;;^ 
^balming^^ but not having room to infert them, we will 
only mention two or three of the latter. 

* Fiift, If we take it in a general im^^Q^ as the ktt of pre- 

* ferving the Memory of Man, as well as his Bodys it is very 

* extenfive and infinite. la this fenfe, all the Monuments 

* of the Ancients, Statues, Poems, Writings, &c. may be 
*€fteem§d a kind of Embalming: And in the fame refped^ 
y.^ Fame may aot improperly be called the d^d^efs and Pa- 

troncJS' 
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^ tronefs of Embalmings and Merciify her chief Minifter, to 

* proclaim to the World the Heroic Ads of memorable and 
« famous Mea. Secondly, Having (hewn that all things 
« intended to preferve a Name may be comprehended un- 

< der this general fenfe of Embdming^ he fets forth, that 
« the Bal fame Art, properly fo called, is at once the beft 
« and moft durable way to compafs that end, all other Mo- 

< numents being known to decay and moulder. Thirdly^ 

< the B^/p^K^/V Art is recommended not only by its durati- 
« on, but by its great ufe in other Sciences j particularly 

< ^hjfology. Anatomy^ Surgery and Vhypck% as intimated a- 
^ bove. Fourthly, Entbdming is neccnary tor tranfporting 
« Bodies to the Paternal Sepulchres, for which moft People 

* have a particular defire. Fifthly, Embdming not only 
« prevents the Plague and Patref adions, and confequently 

* frees from the Terror and Deformity of Death, but like- 
« wife fecures dead Bodies from the infultsof InfetQ and 

* Brutes, by reafon of its bitter and ungrateful Tafte, 
Laftly, Confid ring the Egyptian way of Embalming by rol- 
lings and the Modern by wrapping up in Searclbarh, ob* 
fcure the Objeft, and are alfo imperfed upon feverai other 
accounts, the Authar endeavours to (how a poftibiiity of 
inventing a method how to preferve the whole Compager 
of the Body for ever without Putrefaftion, in fuch manner 
as its Texture and Strufture may remain entire, of the fame 
proportion as before, and of the fame Colour and Flexibi- 
lity, without any vifible contraftion, diminution or nncoa- 
f ormity of Parts, whereby the Dead Corps may be kept by the 
Parents, or handled by the A^atom(i without any ofFenfive 
Smell, or faftidious Mador. So that Bodies thus Embalmed 
feem not to be dead but ^eep, «vaiting f or the Refurreai- 
on, and differ frotnthe Living in nothing but Speech and 

Motion^ 

The fecond Letter is infcrib^dto Di John Lavpfon, \omc- 

time ?refdcntoi the College of Phyficians, Londonr^ irr 
which, altho E/5^^rf/^^>^ be its chiefly intended fcope, yet- 

the. 
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lii;:^ Autyr coofxderifig that the Egf^tJam fiave been allow- 
ed to be die Bm Inventors of Ats aod Sciencies^ and tbat 
iii2f wera tbe only People wliDufed this particolar nnnuer 
of £^kJ^^, treated of in this Letter, he thought k reqai- 
Uta to ccnfideT e¥erf pirticiilar circumCt-tnce oi time ink 
place, the fcveral Drugs, Plants, Minerals and many otlici' 
things i^hich area-dfaotageous to she Egjptims above o- 
fcher Nations, as alfo to eaqaire into the reafons which in* 
duced.them to ftody this At% ao.d after whatmaooer they 
catm to find k out. To this end^ he gi¥es a fhort Geo- 
graphical Defcription of .Egfpt^ and takes notice of the 
Mubrity of its Air tnd Water, with the R^ife and Coiirfe 
of the Niie^ Fertility of the Soil aod Sagacity of the Peo- 
ple, with fevcral neceffar? Remarks on their Religion, Co- 
iloms. Arts, Difeafes, Phyilckand whatever elfe m'ighttend 
ro the Difcovery and Knowledge of this icft Art* Vv1iu\> 
fore in the firft place hefhewshow Eg/pi is licuated .■■n-i 
bounded, together with its Extent,' DiviOorH i-i!^ Overai 
Denominations, K-umber of Cities and Inhabita;jc:k :^> -Jio 
liow it came to be fo |»puioos, and to be ^cxv^^tucu' mc 
Miftrefs of the World, and Mother ol Arts and Sc^.-iCcs* 
He gives the Characters of ■|x)ch the Ancient a.::: Mociern 
Egjpthms^ with their ^iake. Complexion^ "fciii^.'tr. Coo* 
ftitotioo, Umit of Body and Difealcs ; ho-.v froiifiil they 
were in Children, very long liva aod of grcr-i Antiquity: 




pau, they performed greater sud more wonderful Works 
ihan the World bciidcs* He fiiews you their opinion of 
the Meiempjjchfs, md their BeJicf in ihe Refurreftioo ; 
hew they came at Biit to find om Emtairnkg^ and how 
they periormed It. Tbat there were (evcra! kinds of Em^ 
himp^g.tjm. with J§mii or Pifafpkn% with Oyl or Gam 
of Cmar^_ with Aromadcs and Spices^ That there were 
fcveral Oficsrs belongiog co tliis Work, fach as a Ckrk, a 
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Prkjij or a Ffj^fam^j an timl/Jmer •ir ^ymt^m ,-, n ¥^Iimc^ 
Ur or Apothectrf 5 :i D £k3(frox A^i- torn p ^ 11 Tn/ ^f;..a r 

Saher^ a Dtfigner ot i^amter^ a HeKdll, Ormt ^ud tiic 
like : AUb f^'i«£f«eif|^#- a Brewer ot the D^iid . i>.nd *£i'1«fi>^sli- 
one that furnilhxi al! nc-cf-flaiits for Fmerais, ^ cz^g:! hi 
Latm^ lihiiiprntms* He likewiic (hews the particular Cere- 
monies iifcd at>oyt the D ad, fuch as were their Cc tint 
and Scroles pairjted with Hwtogljphkk Characitrs, dv». 
the Books, Writings, Arras, M dais, Imiges, Jmrmmd^ 
Pr&phyla&ic and P^fljchara^arijikk, Stataes ^ which were 
either included in, hanging upon, or appertaining to the 
Mfim'^^ef^ reprefenting their Superftitions and Magical way 
otEmbdimmg. Then he tells you, that after every thing 
was got ready for the Funeral, how the Embalmed Body 
was put 00 Board a Ship called Barris, and by the Ferry* 
man Ckarm wafted over the Lake AcBemfa^ and there Judg- 
ed and tryed according to rhe ■ feveral Virtues, ¥ices and 
Anions ofits part Life 3 and accordingly eicher honoured 
with the greateft Praifes and Commendations, and Msg- 
nificently Interred, or clfe tnightiiy exclaimed againl^, and 
deprived ot Sepal tore : That it was this that made even 
the Egypimn Kings themfelvesto live uprightly,, tearing fo 
iioch as to anger the common Peeple whilfl alive, left' 
they Chooldtncor their Eternal Hatred after their Death* 

•Our Author likewife adds, that the Egyptians^ to prevent-, 
borrowing,, which was the Parent ot^Tdlenefs,. Frauds and 
BraBgliogs, fuffered. none, to borrow., but on. condition -they 
pawntd the Body of their l^nceftor, .. and it was reputed 
both' an Impiety and Infamy, not to redeem it lo Coon m k 
was poCible ^' fo precious a Pledge wasic efteeined, info- 
mocb, .. he that" dyed 'bi-fore he had acquitted that Duty, 
was detiled Burial Oriier itraoge Ceremonies he recounts. 
fuch as^pv^tring the Emhalmed^die^ into Cafes Carved "af^ 
ter their cvro^flmiliiiidej wd f^tdog them up in- Niche? 
in their Halls r-,:..i Faiiou.rsifi great oirder^and %^erv richly 
adorned, where thej took a great deligbt 1:0 icc a ?ong 
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Race of Anceftors^j ia a manner vvxtli as much ratisfad:ioii 
as if they were alive and converfant with them : Nay, as 
feveral Authors aflert, they placed them at Table like 
Guefts, and made merry v/iththem, by Eating and Drink- 
ing ; but he concludes, that fuch as Buried their Dead 
out of their Houfes, in the Fields and Plains, built Sepul^ 
chres for them, as noble as pofiible their circumftan ces 
would admit, chufing rather to have their Monuments 
magnificently built, than their Dwelling Houfes 5 foraf» 
much as they defpifed the prefent Life, and took little 
care in building their Habitations, looking upon them but 
as fo many Inns and Baiting places, where they were to 
inhabit but for a Seafon % whereas the Glory of a future 
Life, that was to be procured by Virtue, they greatly 
efteemed, and confequcntly fpent their whole Care, Study 
and Riches about the magniiicency of their Sepulchres^ 
which they called Sempiternal and Eternal Houfes, look- 
ing upon the time they are to dwell here on Earth, as no- 
thing, in refpeftot theftay they were to make in the Grave* 
The third Letter is to Dr Bam Slodtte^ Secretary to the 
Royal Society, and Fellow of the College of Phyficians, 

handon. 

Being a fuccind account of the l?yramtdsy Subtenaman 
Vaults and Lamps of the Egyptians j for as in the fore- 
going Letter was fully (hewn the manner of Embalming 
Dead Bodies, in this thfe Sepulchns or Repolitories where- 
in they were laid, is chiefly confider*d : Forafmuch as the 
Egyptians did not only <:ontent themfelves with preferving 
their Dead from Putrefadion, but likewife with equal 
care provided Conditories that might be lafting as the Bo- 
dy, and in which it might continue fecure, both from the 
Injuries of Time and Pelons, becaufe they Religioufly be- 
lieved, that fo long as the Body endured, fo long would 
the Soul continue with it, not as a quickning or animating 
Spirit, but as an Attendant or Guardian, without going 
into any other Body^ as otherwife they thought it would, 

firmly 
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^j.- y helieving the Tranfmigration. To this end there* 
fcve thev built their Eyfogea and Pyramids^ as lafticg 
Monu^Tieni^ to preferve ihem from the injuries of Time 
and Vtather, (or wbkh reafon they chiefly made thern 
of i P^yamtdd prm;^- the better to fecute theei fron? 
Ruin. Oar Author Jiews their Sitoitian^ Number and 
Founders, as iikewie how many Men were employed! jn 
the bmldmg of tlr-iHi together with'-^;<:oimp]eat Deicri- 
ption of the great i?yramid^ its Entrance, Srft and (cc^od 
Galleries, Aniidc- ;:ts and fpacious Chamber wherein cJe^j- 
Totiib (hnds. He likewiie deicribes the (ecood ar^d third' 
Pyramid^ wiih the Lodgings of the Frieft>^,.and the mon- 
ftrous figure of t-he Sphinx reprefentiog Momptha^ and af- 
ter various Obiervations and Refied^ions on thofe Sttu- 
Ctures, he proceeds to defcribe the Subterranean Cavei 
near th^Pyramidsy together with the Mummies both of 
Men and Birds therein contained : as alfo an Account of 
the Perpefml Lawps^ fuppofed to have burnt in the firftr 
Pyramid znASuht err aman Vault Sy to what end ihc}^ were 
invented, and of vv^hat matter compofed. He ftiews how 
that they efteenf d F/re the Emblem of the Sou! and of 
Eternal Life^ fand gH'es the Sacred B^eafon why they infli- 
tuted the Feap of Lamps ^ &c. In a vi^ord^ he has given^ 
Vis more light into this Art^ t^hich contains the Hiftory of 
the fir ft Antk]uitie^ of the World, than any of thofe irn- 
perfed Accounts of Her^^^^^^^ ?«nd Diodorus Simlm^ and 
has improved it in fome things, and io others apply 'd it 
to thofe Ufcs that have hardly before been thought of 
All which renders the v^^hole Work more com pleat th^n 
any other Book v^rote hitherto upon- that fiibje^. 
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